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PRICE FOUR CEN'I'S.-__‘

THE OANAL RING.

THE GREAT DEBATE ENDED.
EPEAKER McGUIKE TO APPOINT THE INVESTI-
GATING COMMITTEE.

YORFE NESOLUTIONS ON THE BUBJECT ADOPTED RY
TUE AWEMDLY—A COMMITTEE OF INVESTIGA-
TION 10 BE APPOISTED BY THE SPEAKER, A
COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE TIE GENERAL SUB-
JECT OF CANAL MANAGEMENT, AND A COMMIS-
SIO¥ TO W APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR PRO-
VIDED FOR—TIE VICTORY A BARREN ONE FOR
THE RING=DETAILS OF THE DIBCUSSION.

(BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.|
ArnaNyY, March 25.—The great debate on the

Canal Ring, which will be remembered for

many & long year in Albany, which fillod the town

with anxious contractors, .and bronght on the

Canal Ring all the horrors of the damned in

sdvance, is ended, and it is hard to say which side

has won, 1f there has been a victory for the Ring
they owe it to their quiet avd persistent manipula-
tion of the House doring the lust two daya. At the
close of & three hours' seagion to-night, the longest
evening siltiog of the Winter, the Honse adopted

Mr, Wuehner's amendment providing for the ap-

pomntment of the Comwittee by the Speaker. The

Epeaker's popularity on the floor, and the aingular

anpouncernent which he had made to the IHouse that

Liv should considor it a personal insult if he was de-
prived of the right to appoint the Committee, made
the comelusion inevitable. The House also adopted
Mr. Faulkaer's resolution, which Mr. Wachiner's
amendment affeeted, vroviding for the appointment
of a to general
management of the canuls. It also adopred Mr.
Eeliuyler's resolution, given below, anthorizing the
Governor to appoint a commission for the same pur-
prose, and in addition to this approved a resolution

commities investigate the

of Mr. Waohner directing the Jodiciary Committee

to report a bill empowering the Guvernor to appoint

n commicsion, aud granting that commission all

Lhe necessary powera 1o “end {or persons aud papers,

sud in other ways perform its leritimate fanetions,
A DALRREN VICTORY FOR TIE RING,

8o far as the adoption of the plan for a Legisla-

1ive investieation goes, this is a Canal Ring victory,

for it bhas evuicntly been thair desire all throvgh to
Un lnvestigated by a Legislative Committeo that
A licoived to the space of 30 days in which to do
fie work. 8o far ss the approval of the scheme of a
comuiission goes, it is a victory for the Governor,
gl ndeed the Canal Ring saw that they eould not
yrevent this, and so made a show of yiclding
praceinlly and veluniarily what they could not
But it is evideat that whatever trinmph
The Gov-

ernur is to bave his commission, provided, of eourse,

withheld.
the Ling 1

guined is buat a barren one,

ig has

that the Senate concur, and that is a vietory for the

Lonest men  of all parties. Thus  Legislative
Committece wmay  ecover the Canal Ring
el over with whitewash it  chooses,

swithout in ' the lepst meading the looks of that dark
will require n
Ligh degroe of conrave fo do so with the Governor's

Joth

eomplexiosed organization, but it

fuvestigntion staring them in the face. in-

westigations may be secrohing and impartial, but io
sy event one of them will be watchod with interest
sl peecived with respeet. All of the votea were
viva voee, utnd practically prauimons,
THE LEADING SPEVCHES,
The lending specelies in both Hounzes of the Legis-
Yatire during the moreving tended to the Lenefit of

the contractors, Ls-Lisut.-Gov, Alvord's careful anid

dAniled arp ut oeceapied itaclf clicfly with
n side of this  moaog-sided  suljoet  which
dogerves foll  mond  promiunent  considern-
tiom, He analyzed koveral prominent

contracts shioning that the succersive steps tom-
crease the cost of the work wero the result of sue-
e~saive acts of the Legialature or awards of the
Canal Board.
wiss full of imperfections and weaknesses and gates
to fraud, and that these opportunities for theft had
been inereased by the actaof law-makers and officials
He took especinl pains to show that
the inerease in the cost over the original estimate of

e <howed that the eontruct systwn

every where,

oaval repairs found o parallel in the increase in the
cost of all public aud private works over the origi-
Heeondemned the existing system as
vicionsand eorrupting, snd cited instances to show

el estimote.

that his course had been a consistent condempation
during Lid whole publie
Career, Mr. Alvord’s speech, bowever, would
hiave been better rounded if he bad taken the op-
portanity to denounce as they deserve the men who
have bribed the Legislature and manipulated Canal
Boards into the passage of the bills and granting of
the awads of which he complained ; who bave cor-

of the system

rupted hnd Browbeaten” engineers info complicity
with their thefts: and who have debauched politics
in the interior of the Empire State. The impression
Jelt om the wind by Mr. Alvord's speoch was that the
coutractors wei e rather shrewd,good-natured fellows,
who thought it o good joke to take playful advan-
tage of verdant young enginegrs placed in charge of
the work which they were doing, and tended to
represent them in the light of men who hardly
thought it worth while to resist the censpiracy in
whieh the Legislature, the Canad Board, and the en-
giuvers were engaged to put moetey in their pockets,

sepator Laning's speeeh in the Benate wos more
prononnced in favor of the contructors, and sought
to cast diseredit upoo the figures of the Governor
us given o Lis messuge. Mr. Alvord, however, was
expheit in his copdomuation of the system and all
the evils that bad grown out of it.

These wore the two markoed speechies of the day,
and beyoud these there was not much that was
jnstructive or entertaining in the debate, unless
both of these adjectives may be held to apply to the
spectacle of Jarvis Lord quoting Seripture in his
pluce in the Senato ut the sawe time that he named
Tus Fuasese as the oticial sheet of Gov. Tilden.
Oue of these utterances followed the other within a
siugle minute, and neither seemed to stick in Lis

Miroat?
A LIVELY VVENING SESSION.

The evening scasion of the House was more lively.
Guaslight seems to kivdle warmtn in the sluggish
1ass of & Legislature, and the debate went ou with
cousiderable excitement before a large audience of
#puctators, the interest of some of whom in canal
frauds was specitic and personal. The ses

Su wes o charge wslong the Republican

line in soppord of the Governor, showing
that again, in the progress of a sesaion
in which all the storms have been of the Governor's
making, much of his support was to come from his
palitical oppononts. The example of Messrs, Lin-
coln and Vedder thia afternoon in rallying suddenly
to the gide of the Speaker was quietly disregarded,
and some of the most inflnential aud upright Repab-
licans of the Iouse spoke out boldly in faver
of the appointment by the Governor. They lauded
the refurm record of Samnel J, Tilden, and avowed
their willingness to give him all the md in their
power, whether his motives were ulterior or not.
Mr. Prince promised that for every 100 Democrats
who deserted Gov. Tilden in this confliet 1,000 Re-
publicans would flock to his side.

Bpeaker McGuire hiere seized an opportunity (in-
deed Lo never allows one to slip) of insulting the
Goveruor. Mr. Irince spoke of the Governor's
bravery in grappling with Tammany and tearivg it
down, The Epeaker was instantly on his feet to in-
quire if the gentleman believed that the person to
whom le referred bad performed that service,  Mr.
MeGuire limits himself to this sort of thing in debate.
It is only off the floor that he uses language more
forcilile Lut less clogant. Mr. Piinee talked with o
charming frankness of the Canal Ring, for there Lias
been undne tenderness shown to this thiek-skinned
orcanization thronghout the whoie debate, and
charged that it was a more corrupt ring than Tam-
muny, He pledged himsell to the sapport of the
Governor, who, e said, was the noblest son of Co-
lnmbia, the county he represented. Mr. Duartis,
Mr. Petty, Mr. Warner Miiler, and Gen. Husted,
all  Republicans, followed substantially  in
the pame vein, Gen, Hosted taking the opportumty
to demounce the proposition to take the appointment
of the committes ont of the Speaker’s hands as ho-
milisting and outrageous.  After this the Commnttes
got into a most perplesing parliamentary tangle,
whieh the Canul Ring men endeavored to twist into
a Lhapeless koot, with the idea of postponing action
until to-morrow, aod thus gaining another day’™s
grace, The snarl was finaily noraveled in the way
already describwd,

THE DEBATE IN THE BENATE.

The debate on the Governor's messagoe tonk np
nenrly all the time of the Senate at the day session.
It wus heard with closa attention by as laree an
augdirnce as the Sennte ehamber eould conveni-
ently Lold,  Juarvis  Lord  was  delivered
of n long Epeech, in the  Dbegin-
nine of which he surprised his hearera by quotiog
fromi the Seviptures. Tha pet plivase, fiequently ro-
ferred to in the address, was the cluraeterizadon of
e Tuipese as Gov, Tilden’s official paper. M.
Lord’s address—it conld bardly be called an
arngmment—wns  diseursive  and  lacking  in
point. A very large part of it was  taken
ap  with  statements of the excrss of expen-
ditare over the es'imares in the building  of
tho Lrie Canal and in ita enlargemant, avd of the
oxcess of expenditare in otuer works, Then Mr.
Lord repeated the names of all the prominent State
officers who held positions during 1he proscention of
the great wndertakings on thy Erie Cannl, and
asserted that po owe lLad ever dured to chage
flicge  great men ol complicity with  fraud,
Henee he elaimed that the excess of expondi-
tares over estimates in the eanal contraets given
in Tue Tripuse, and reforvel to generally in the
Governor's message, gove no reason to enspoet fromd,
Mr. Lord algo got in some roferences to his fuvorite
theme, the evil effeets of redoeing the tolls of
the canals, For Lhimself personally hie modeetly
shrank from the honor of Leing eonsidored the clief
of the Canal Ring, but elanuned that he had resson
to be proud, and was proud, of every dletuil of Lis
counection with canal mavagement,  Mr, Lord gave
gome altention to the provisions of the canal eon-
tracts, calling attention to the language concerniug
alterntions and iscrease of work,

Mr. Lord epoke with great deliberation,  He was
avidently pot overbmudened with fust-thronging
funcies, althongh gome of bis asgertions and infer-
ences, dlowly nud emphatieally utterud ns they

were, were fanciful in  the exireme. lle
was  not 80 profuse  in blunt  per-
sonalities ns some of his friends lad feared,

but Lis bitter bostility to the Governor, and Lis
rage at the exposure of corruption which ol been
miade, appeared frequeutly in bis language with lit-
tle or no disguse. Mr. Lord's gviei and horror
over the fact that Binte officials conld be
charged with  ecorraptien or  with  eon-
pivine at _ecanal frauds were evidently very
poignant. At Jeast Mr. Lord dntimated tbhat
they wers overwhelming, and expressed the deepest
golicitnde that the honor of the State and of her
gervants might not be tarnished. But Mr. Lord
wag neither so violent nor so grotesque as it wos
expected be wonld be; and his eliort of more than
an hour, whether regarded as melodrama or low
comedy, rather disappointed his hearera.

Senator Laning of Buflalo followed Mr, Lord., e
assured Senators repeatedly that he wounld take up
their time only. a few minutes, but, after speaking
an hour and a gquarter, guve way to a mo-
tion  for @  recess, and  he stated
that he will oeenpy three-fourths of an hour
to-morrow, Mr. Laping made an earnest, fluont
and interesting address, He went into fignres even
more fully than Mr. Lord and made many compari-
gons of estimates and expenditures upon groat pub-
lic works. He attributed & great part of the enor-
mous excess of payments over estimates
on cagal contracts fo the iuexperience and
jncapacity of the subonlinate epgineers and
aasistants who  made the estimates,
e defended the officials who let the contructs, on
the ground that the Comstitution left them wno
option exeept to let the contracts to the lowest
bidders. He defended the contractors, npon whom
he claimed that there was no obligation to look out
for the interests of the Btate, and he as-
serled that they had the right to get ont of
the State all that they legitimately could for their
work. No blame was attached to persons anywhere
in his speech, but he attacked the present systew of
canal mauagement, in Which there is a lock
of responsibality. As a vpartial remedy for
the evils Jof the system Mr. Laning introduced a
bill, providing that canal contracts sball be sul-
witted to, and approved by, the Canal Board: that
the Commissioners of the Canal Fund shall report
to the Canal Commissioners the amount of moncy
applicable in each month for expenditurcs on the
canals, and that the Canal Commissioners shall only
bave authority to draw upon and expeud the
amounts as reported; that the Canal {Board ghall
bave the supervision, direction and control of the
exeeution of contracts. As another means for in-
proving the prescnt canal system, Benator Laning
will introduce a bill to make the subordinate
engineers dircetly sccountable to and removable by
the State Engineer,

After Bzuator Laning had given #ay i0 & motion
for a recess, with his specch unfinshed, Senator
Lord called up his o%n resolntion, introduced Mon-
day evemng, to provide for the appointment of an
inveatigating committee by the Seuate. Bemator
Jacobs offered ms & substitote a resolution for thm
appointment of o commission by the Governer to
juvestigate canal management and canal contracte
This proposition barrowed Mr. Lord's feolings
very roughly, snd bo made a few pathetie remarke
about giving an accuser the power to try the accused

by sppointing the judge and jury. The acouses

whom Mr. Lord meant was, of course, Gov.

Tilden ; the mecused were the Canal Ring, The

substitute offered by Benator Jacobs was fioally

laid on the table, Mr. Jacoba giving notice that Le
wonld ca!l it up in the evening.
—pe
THE DEBATE IN THE ASSEMDLY,

MIl. DAVIS'S COMMENTS ON SPEAKER M'GUIRE'S LET-
TER—MR. ALVORD ON TIOE NECESSITY OF RE
FORUM IN THE BYSTEM OF CANAL MANAGEMENT
— RESOLUTIGN FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A COM-
MISSION BY TIHE GOVERNOR — SPEECHES DY
MESSRS, WAFIINER AND VEDDER.

[FROM THE REGULAR CORRESTOXDENT OF TOE TRIDUNE. ]

ALBANY, March 25.—The general astonishment and
disgust provoked by Bpeaker McGuire's letter in

Tur Twnuse found expression this morning in 8

few temarks Dy Mr. Davis. When the Governor's

message camo up for discnssion Mr. Davis rose and
said that the day before the Speaker had communi-
cated to several geutlemen Lis desire that the House
should appoint a committes of investigation on
eanal management, and he introdoced a resolution to
that effect, 1o the disengsion on that resolution, the

Epeaker retracted that declaration and treated a

proposition originated by himeelf as an insult to

himself, In the mean time a letter from the

Speaker appeared in Tup New-York Twisvse from

which the following is taken:

Cunal frouds have been investigated by committeen of
the Legnlature wora or lesa for Lho past 20 yenrs witd
nur netienl good or resnlt.  Volumes npon volumies of
testimony wre alreaoy iu the Library of ihe Bi

the Governor's wessage I8 oi'y o reibash of w
talned o those volumes. Tue reason
have fafled 1= that they Dave been condu
view of attaluiue sotoe political pdvanta Tie one
demwduded by the wersage s lor o ko purpose, wud o
Wl protutliny will weet with a similur fate.  There wiil
b an attempt to Macken o few men’s reputations, rivals
for politieal preferment will be denounced and sitempt-
el b bo shieived, Tue wover will arrogate and claim
teerity, honssty aud foarlessnes, and demand for bis
serviees nonination and eleetion town hnportant posi-
ton, wnd * Canad Rings™ aud * Capal Fraouds ™ will then
resl i repose—io be penin resurteeted by some future
wepipant, uud the eredubty of the people aguin played
Wpon Lo clevate some une else to place and power whiose
only wttrioute s ardul demsgoginm,

Mr, Davis said that le bad no objection that the
Speaker should fultill bis own prediction s to the
resulis of 4 commitiee by his appsintent of it, hub
lie wished to eall the attention of the Heuse and the
people to the declaration of the Governor that ho
glontd continue his investigation.  Whatever micht
be the action of the Legslature, the Governor was
going  forward, (Ibe inquicy could mot be
gmothered; the wrongs agninst the tax-payers could
not be whitewastied,  He agreed with the Speaker,
that the Governor most substantiate every statement
of his message ; aal he had oo doubt of his inten-
tion and lus ability todo g0, The people expect it,
and they will not be dikappointed, He elosed by
askine unanimous coneent to withdraw his resoln-
tirm naming o committee, Mr. Alvord imstantiy
raised the point of order that the resolution was in
custody of the Committee of the Whole, and the
Bpeaker deciding it well taken, Mr, Davis said that,
at the proper time, be should withdraw his resolu-
tion,

Mr. Faulkner (Dem.) of Liviogston eaid that his
resolution, providiag for the appointment of
the Committes by the House, was ofiered in good
faith, and not in the intevest of any party or eligue,
It was due to all that thero ghould be o thorough
investization of theso charees,  The campaign
arninst the Canal Ring shonld be short, sharp, and
decisive. He was in favor of moeving upon the
enemy’s worhs at oiace, 1o appealed to the mem-
bors of the responsible majority to nphold the plat-
form of the Svrucuso Convention, which favored
full oftivial accountability, nud opposes any use of
the public moneys for private ends,

The debate taicly opened when ex-Licut.-Gov,
Alvord rose ond ailidressed the ehair,

EPELCH OF MR ALVORD,

My, Alvard said @ 1 was in bopes that thero would
be no necessity of doing anything but what our
duty ne representatives of the people regnired, to
muke n eloge and searching investization. 1 should
have contentad wyself with a silent vote i this
dibate had not deitted into o general attack not
only upon sysiems but upon men. If any one has
eomne here expecting to bear words drop from my
lips to excuse, to cover up, or to hids any of the
deeds of the contractors, he will Dbe disappoisted,
1 glall look at thisgnestion in a calm 2ad dispas-
sionate wiy, I have had the honor to be a member
of the Canal Boavd of this State, I had the honor to
b o member of the recent Constitutional Conven-
tion. In those bodies, na well as in the Legislature,
1 bave repeatedly condemned the system under
whicl the eanais were run and the contracts were
let. T hawd the Lonor to be o member of the Constitu-
tional Convention in 1807-8 and advoeated an equali-
zation of powaerin the hands of one individoal for the
maintenance and sapport of (he eanals, that indi-
vidual to ba held to a righl aceonutabilily to the
poople of the State. That 1s the only doctrine under
which yon ean emntrol, manage, and dircet publie
sehemes Lilie the one under conskle ation, 1 believe
that the people, if they had to pass upou the systom
to-day, would prefer this,

Let us go to the bottom of this matter. Go to
your statute book and you will find there statute
after statnte establishizg the way for fraud and tuk-
ini the respunsiblity out of the hands of the Canal
Commissioners, The Stato oflicers who were placed
in the Cannl Board are not elected on account of
their knowledge of the canals, but by reason of their
qualitications for the separate offices which they fill.

[Mr, Alvord bere gave o history of the Georze D.
Lord contract for the improvement of Dlack Rock
Harbor, a romarkable transaction of which some ac-
connt bas already been given in THE TRIBUNE.]

'he abuses of this eystem are by 1o means new.
These things were done 30 years ago, They have
eharacterized every enterprise carried on by the
General Government, whether a publie building or
canal, or any similar ¢ffort, No private house wos

_aver bt which did not cost more thau the original

estimate:
[Mr. Alvord here analyzed the half million Den-

nison job showing that the increase made in the
cost of the work wus by successive acts of the Legis-
latore.]

Over the wide extent of the canalaof this State
there are to be met, from time to time, amendments
and improvemouts. You have a State Engineer at
the Capitol whose varied duties there make it im-
possible for bim to supervise 900 miles of cunals.
You have Division Engineers, and resident engineers
in addition, but you mnst also have many sobordi-
nate engineers who watch from early morning till
night over the construction of the work, and sce
that it is is properly done. Who are they 1 They
are young and verdant gentlemen who have just
stepped out from polytechnic schools where they
have received a technical education, and who
come into contact with the sbarp and ekill-
ful wen who have made the business of
contractings life-long occupation, [n 1853 a letting
was had of the Oswego Canal for enlargement. I was
not at that time a State oftieer, but I am rather of an
inquiring disposition, and I go arcund to see what
is going on, Ifound in the canul {wo horses and a
man diggiog oot rotten stong from the bottom of
the canal. I found that & yonug man, who has
since become an enginger of great prominence, had
made the original e2limates for this work, on which
the contractor bid 50 cents a cabie yard for blasted
rock and $4 a cubie yard for gnarried rock. Now the
conteactor who took that work knew the geology of
the soction much better than the young man whe
tiad just emerged from college could possibly kmow
it. When the work was completed it was found that
11,000 yards of quarried rock had been takev ‘ontat
#4 0 yard—shoveled out kike mud—while 14 ¢ards of
binsted roek bad been taken out for which
the contractor reccived 75 centa, This was 22
years ago. 1 ean tell another amusing

story, A young engineer made au estimete foribe!

construetion of lock-gates npon the Oswego Canal.
They were to be made of onk, and white oak was
ealled for at §25a 1,000 feet. The contractor fur-
nisbed black oak, which cost him only $12 50 a 1,000
feet, and because the young engineer did not know
the differenco between white oak and black oak
bis lock-gutes were built of the latter, which is one
of the most perishable woods known 1n this country.

This was 25 years ago, Mr. Chairman, I have
theories of my own in reference to this whole ques-
tion, and I have got them frow a large experience in
life and affairs, The sooner the people can get rid
of the present system, the better it will be for them,
No great public work of the magnitude of the
canals ean possibly be carried on by Government as
oheaply 08 it can be by individoals; but we bave
this great work, and we must teke care of it. My
theory in regard to keepingz the eannls in repair is
that of his Excelleney, that the State and the re-
pairer of our canals should be partners, I have no
question whatover that there are immense contracts
let which are against tho interests of the people. [T
bave mo question in that regard whatever,
I think that this examination ounght to go
on for this parpose, if for no other. A law shonld
he iutroduced requiring the Caval Board to declare
contracts closed when it ia discovered that work is
being done on them in opposition to the interests of
the people, (This provision, which is npproved by
Mr. Alvord, is one of the fealures of Mr. Davis's
Canal Reform bitl) The State might well imitate
the exumple of a cortain great corporation, the New-
York Central and Hudson River Railroad Corporas
tion, in the construetion of its double track feom
Albany 10 Rochester. The eontract for this work is
let out to the contractors hy specifications for the
materials and the work to ba ealled for, and with-
out epecification of quantities, The conrractor is

compelled  to  wake his  estimate  without
knowing  what quautities will be called
for, and knowing that, in onler to

obtain the eontract, his bids mnst be lower than
thoso of his neighbors, The work was splendidly
done, bnt even in this enae $15,000,000 was spent for
that work on whieh they had expected to expend
only between 80,000,000 and 810,000,000, Mr. Chair-
man, 1 bope and tenst that we shall have eows to a
linal conclusion, and we shall have arranged that
the proper computices of this House will recom-
mend legisiation to root ont this gystem whieh is
corrupting the whole Btate, and put in ita place
soma honest, straichtforward way in which the
eaval repairs ean be made. I haveindulged in nostrie-
tures on individuals, Immediate action is demanded
af the hands of the Legislature, and we should ses
that it be had. ‘This magnificent work which was
started during the carly lifetime of the individual
who is now addressing vou, haa gone on ponvizhing
the State, building np thriving cities on its bapks,
and pouting soto the elapice city a slream of gold
which enriches its aoil from the Huodson to the Frie,
The beautiful eity which liss in the ann of the sea
would have been a hamlet to-day exeept for the
eanals of this State; and ik i3 for the prop v care of
this magniticent publie work that our action is to
proyide,

SPEECIT OF MO BENEDICT,

Mr. Benedic: (Demy) of Sehenectady gxid that the
story of Goo, D, Loni's contract was an old story.
Whenever n contract was at all disadvantagoous toy
the State, it wies abandoned by the contractor, Suf-
ficient Las been said on the floor to prove that the
whole system amd mapagement of the ennals i
vicions, and it s therefore the manifest doty of this
House to give this question snearnest considerstion.
L am thankful to see indications of tlos spicit, Ivis
wile to assert that the Rtate of New-York, with its
manifold intereats, eannot manage its own eanals,
Such an assortion is o confession of weakuess, and
in total conflict with our thesry of government hy
the peeple. L is mumply a businezs operation, Tt iy
for us to devise soie way of meetiog the difliculiy.
Who in thmes past bas been solely responsible for
these changes under canal eontructs ¥ The ready
anawer is: Noone, hut many.  If for these things we
are to thank the Cosstatation of 1815, which seems
to have ehanged olivial responsibility into oiicial
Hicense, let vs apply the remcdy,  Let the ap-
pointment of Canal Commissionera resile with the
Governor and the Beuate, IDamove these ollicials
from party and conveution and entungling aliianees,
Remove thess officials from conncetion with the
political partics of the State, and put them under
reapongibility to the Exeentive. Do away with the
Canal Board and appoint, if you please, an Advisory
Councils bat of the expediceney of that Tam by no
meson sure, Dot of one thing I am eonvinesd, that
oo baard of manazers depeoding upon parly eon-
venttong ean rightinlly be placed in control of the
canals of the Empiro Btate.

AN AMENDMENT BY MR 8CTTUYLER,

Mr. Sehuyler (Do) of Tompking moved a8 u sub-
stitute the following:

Resoleed, (11 the Bonute conenr) the Governor |3 here.
by authoried to appolin! @ eomd sion of three persons,
whiose daty it snall ee to mvestigte the allides ol the
canals of this Blate, aud espeol iy the mwatter embodied
Ton thie mpee wessage of the Goversor, cowmwaul ated
to the Leglstaters on the 10ch of March, 1576, Said com.
mEslon shall have power to suhpens aud eompel the ot-
Tendunce of wilnesses, 'o T tha presettalion be-
fore them ot any vaperd i the oy UE sl
onv wiineas tonehing the salje £ sueh Invest
and to examine suech wituesses nud such pu
the Btute us they atall reguice for the p
fuvestigation, Any wewover of salid cous
have power to gdmintster vaths to witnesses s
bofore them, they stindl have aatharity th employ o
elerk and alepograple roand shall report the tes hinony
they sball take, together with suel recomuemluthons 1
respect to the game as they slall deem wurrnnted by
tho fncts, to the Governor and Leglaliturs 3 they shall
also furnish a copy of such teatlmouy to the Atturucy-
General,

Mr. &chuyler diselaimed any mtention of diseour-
tesy to the Speaker. He said that during the debaty
this mode of settling the diltienlty tad ocenrred to
bim, and, after consultation with his friends, he had
coneluded to sugeest 1ts adoption,  He said that the
peovle of the State, and especially of s section,
wore deeuly interested in the Ene Canal, aud that
there wad a precodent for this resolution,

Here ocenrrad one of thoss episodes which serve
to show how quickly any reference to the name of
Ezra Cornell, no matter how oblique, aronses
Mr. McGuire. Mr. Behoyler gaid that the
precedent  for  this  resolution  had  heen
in the ease whern charges bad  heen
made against a fellow-citizen who is now molder-
ing in his grave. Mr. McGuire instantly demanded
—ovidently under considerable inward excitement—
what those charges were. Mr. Schuyler rejoined
that the citizen to whom be referred was Ezrn
Cornell.  Mr, McGuire responded that that was not
an answer to his question, wherenpon Mr. Schuyler
avoided any further altercation by saying that at
all events an investigation had been ordered into
the affairs of Mr. Cornell and the Coruell University,
in which case a commissioner was appomted by the
(jovernor, This resolution, by the way, ia identical
in form with hat offgred by Mr. McGuire fur the
Ezra Cornell investigation, and was copled from
that resolution on the official records.,

MR, WAEHNER'S DEFENSE OF LUk sPEAKER.

Mr. Waehner discussed solely the question of the
Rpeaker's fitness to appoint the Bpecial Committee,
and made a strong appeal that he be allowed to per-
formn that duty. He taid that, as the Assembly waa
o distinet braneh of #he Legislature, it was awply
honest and eompetent to appoint this ittee,
le would not have it go forth to the world, from
any body of which he was a member, that members
of that body had not sufficient coufidence in their
presiding officer to allow him to appoint sucha com-
mittee. The only deduction, said he, shat can be
drawn from such a cirenmstance would be that it
has ®ot snfficient confidence mm him to believe
that be will form and honestly appoint a
‘committes to investigate theso frauds, Why is the
Gevervor in a position 0 appeint a isslon 1
‘W have investigated matters of public intereat,
Ibwt now the legislation necessary to correet thvee

salion,
fo records ol

o sliall
mmoned

evils must be passed upon without our cobperation.
Let onr committes make the investigation as is
proper.  When charges are made agninst publio offi-
cials or agninst private parties it is the right of
these persons to demand a speedy, o ewift and hon-
est investigation, Does the resolution of the gentle-
man from Livingston present any obnoxious feature?
I do not seo it, for by the appointment of & eom-
mittee by this Honse we can attain all the informa-
tion that is desired. We can gain this information
a8 well ourselves as from the haudsof others. When
any charges are made by any person, official or
otheryrise, it is not the thing to allow that person to
appoint the judges who are (o try the case. The
integrity of the Epeaker of this Honse Las been
guestioned. He wos competent enongl, it secms, to
appoint all the Standing Committees, to appoint all
comuittees of luvestigation, but now we are told
he is not the proper person to appoint this com-
mittee, It is for the protection of onr diguity that
we must refuse to put upon bim this josalt, Mr,
Wachner elosed by moving an amendmeut to Mr.
Fanlkner's eriginal resolution, that the Epeaker ap-
poiut the commilfed.
EPEECH OF MR, VEDDER.

Mr. Vedder (Rep.) of Cattaraugus thonght it high
time that these canals should be investigated. Wo
ure confronted with cither o matobless fraud ora
miserable gpecter which haunts the Lxecutive
cliamber, Tf the Speaker is wot competent todo
that in the appointinent of commitices, witicli haa
alwavs been done, it is tiwe for him to abdicate,
and anotber Speaker should be chosen who could bo
trusted.  This mvestigation should be thorough,
direet, and prompt, avd thicves should be made to
disgorge, I there are faults in the system they
ghionid be remedied, and if our oflicials Lave been
guilty of bigh crimes and misdemeanors they should
be isdicted and hurled from power,  Politicians
slivuld rewember that when the people rise Lo their
mwight they wonld Dbow the tallest leads,
We should endeavor to touch rock bottom in this
mabter ug soon as possible, The ouly question was
the appointment of a committee ; be did not believe
any one would dare to appuint a whitewashing com-
nuttes, or that any committes would dare to wake a
whitewanslidug report, 1L the Speaker i not indicted
Lefure the people to-day, lie asked why he should be
dewruded by taking from bim Lis prerogative, Il
¢ild vot think the mejority vugut to deprive their
tpeaker of this privilege.

Mr. Lincoln, lep., of Ontario, thought a careful
periusal of the messuge would go fur to enable the
House to devido this matter. The Governor orged
suspension of  all  extinordinary  repairs  unil
wat ks aleeady done eonld be examined. That exame-
ination could only be mude befure the opening of
the canads; henee it s important that the investiga-
tion showld be bogan at oaee, The Goveroor bad ulso
expressed a desire for the enncrment of suitalile
legislation in the premises, The Legislature is the
oniy power that can take neecssary action, and it
ought to gctabont that duty withont auy regard to
the clamor that has been raised. He beheved it nn-
hieard of that the appoistment of 8 comumittee of the
Legi=lature Lad been tuken out of the bands of its
presicing obicer, 1t would be an expression of lack
of confidenee to the Speaker to doas,  Further, tha
responsibibity ol comdneting this dovestigation
ghould boplaced on the mujority, and they eouvld
not afford to appoint a whitewashing committee.
He hoped thegefors thut the asmepdiment of Mr.
Wachuer would be adopted.

e

EVENING DEBATE IN THE ASSEMBLY.
BESOLUTIONS ADOPLED FOR TUE APPOINTMENT OF

BONIE A COMMITTEE AND A COMMISSION —
LS OF MISSUHS, PRINCE ASD FAKRAR IN

FAVOR OF THE APPOIANTMENT OF A COMMISSION

—3E. PEUTY ON TAK NECESSITY OF IMMEDIATE

LEGISLATIVE ACTION—ME, HUSIED ON TIE GOvV-

ERNOI'S ACTTON,

1Y TELLGRAPI TO TR TRIDUNER.]

Armany, Mareh 25.=The long delate on the mes-
g was takeo up again with alacrity by the As-
setobly i the evening, T.J: O :J!llh Ul of New-
York was called tothe Chairn p uf the Com-
mittes of the Waels by Spealkor  MeGuire,
Mr., [Itinee made the drdt  address, e
bandled the guestions eoggested by the Gov-
ernor’s  messagn  with  clearncsa  and  foree.
Two distiuct  proposiiions  culoreo  atteution
from the Governor's wessace, he soid. The first is
eoncersiog the enact t of remedial legislation to
meet the evils aet forth in the message, This is
purely a legislative matter.  The second is the pro-
posed investigation with a view to detect and
ponish the guilty, This need of early legislative
action in the way of neform and remedy 15 appar-
ent,  There will be little ditterence of opinion
among the greater unmber of the Assewbly as to
that, and probably among wmany of the mewmbers
thero i3 nuo whle divergence of view as to
what legislation i8 needal, The duty of the
Assemlly in regard  to  legislative  action
ia  plain  and  pressing, The daty of
investization is vol legislative, and it is totully dis-
tinet from the duty of reformatory law-making.
Whether the work of investigating should be pur-
aied by o legislative committee or a commission of
eitizens is o motter about which there may be diver-
eity of judgment. 1t would be no reflection on
thie Speaker for the Honse to make the appointment
of an Investigating Committee. No one hus a higher
respect for Lhe Spealier than I have, but that cle-
ment of respeet for the presiding officer of the
Assembly does not really enterinto the fundamental
isauey whether it is advisable that the investigation
ghall be done by alegislative eomumitier or an outside
commission, The only consideration whieh shiould
gavern us is, how ¢éan thls investigation be ear-
ried on most efficiently T The Legislature 15 dis-
tinetly eallsd upon by public opinion te set ou fout
direet aud searching weasures of ingniry on account
uf tha grave charges in the Governor's measage,
Which will be most eflicient, a legisla.
tive committee or an outside commission? A
legislative eommittee will not have time enongh to
carry on a proper investigation, if there were no
other obstacles to it8 usefulness. The session is not
very far from its close, and the members now have
continuous and important occupation, and the As-
semblymen who are the men to put on a committee
of investigation, if one should be appointed, are
busy with committee work. A Commission would
have much more time than a legislative commitioe.

ADVANTAGES OF A COMMISSION.

Mr. Prince then showed by varous arguments the
superior efficiency of an outside commission, and
afterward considered the objections sugeested to
the Governor as the power to appoint the Commis-
sion. There is an eminent propriety, he remarked,
in that the Goveraor, who has witiated the reform,
shonld carry it to & conclusion; but there isap-
parently a lack of confidence in the Governor
fole by a certain part of the Assembly. This
was sbown & few weeks ogo on (he
floor, and it seems to have increased since that time
but I for one believe in the absolute good faith of
the Governor in begiuning this reform. Itisoot a
new role for Samuel J. Tilden to play—that of o re-
former, There is no reason for any one to doubt his
motives in entering upon this reform, when bis past
record is considered. Mr. Privce then spoke of the
part that Mr. Tilden took in the overthrow of the
Tweed Ring, and referred to him ss grappling with
that gigantic power.

Speaker MeGuire here interrupted the speaker by
asking, in a sneering tone: “ Does the gentleman
pretend to say that the person of whom be is
speaking grappled with that gigantic power antil it
was overthrown 1"

Mr. Prince answered that he did not think that
any maa did more than Samuel J. Tilden 1n the
warfure ugainse that grest power, The people of
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FOREIGN NEWS.

THE CARLIST WAR,
ANOTTIER DEFEAT OF THE INSURGENTS—PWIGCERDA
TO BE ATTACKED,
Maprip, Tonrsday, March 28, 1875,
Gen. Oampos has inflicted another defeat on
the Carlists st Huguet, near Ridawa, Tae cvcmy lost

300, nod the Alfonaists 68 killod,
The Carlists are oucentratiog for an aitack oo Palg-

cerds,
Panzs, Thursday, March 35, 1675,

According to the Intast adviced from the Carlist head-
quarters at Estells, Gona. Mondirl, Giballs, and Tris
tany have united in a forcible protest agsinst Gea.
Cabrera’s maulfeato in favor of Alfonso,

PAYONNE, Tharsduy, March 23, 1878,

The Carlist Gen. Mendirt bas entered Fruooe.
DAMAGE DONE TO PLASTATIONS BY THE INSURGENTS,

A communication from the sugar house of
Guardiols, Tejedor & Co. of Baguala Graude, Cuba, of
March 11, saya;

Within the last two dave 14 of the finest eatatea of
this Jurisdietion tiave been completely roluced to nshes
Ly the tives of the lweendiaries, The smoke of seven
could be plainly seen ubont six mil-a from this plaee.
The damage dono to binery and tanl will ex-
coed §600,000, snd the loss of crops caunot e caloulatad
AL laas thau 32,000 tuns uf sugar, to say Dothivg of the
loas inflicted by the Qight of uegroes,

————

CIHURCH AND BTATE IN PRUSSIA.
LAW AGAINST RELIGIOUS ORDERS TO BE PROPOSED.
BErLs, Tharsday, March 23, 1975,

The Government contemplates an amends=
ment of the law agalnat Jesnits o us to moke It opera-
tive agalust oter religlons ord ea

L

THE CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION.
REMRESENTATION OF FRENCH PRODUCTS.
Panis, Tbursday, March 29, 1575,
The Commission which has been organized
here to secure n proper representation of Freuch pro-
dueta at the United States Centenuial Exulvitiou held o
preliminary meeting to-day.
PR —

AFFAIRS IN CUDBA.
ENCAGEMESNTS WITH THE IXSURGENTS—EFFORTS TO
BIPROVE THE FINANCES—SIHALKEY TO BE DE-
LIVERED TP TO JUSTICE,

[FRROM AS OCCASION AL CORREAPONDEXT OF THE TRIRUNE. |
Havana, Mareh 20.—A telegram has been
roceived bere stutlng that oo the 10th of March, at duy
break, the village of Potrerllilo was attaeked by the in-
surgents, Tho fort at that place was girrisoued by sev-
eral volunteers, commaudel by Licut, Jinp Mestry,
Alter several bours of heavy fiving, the lusurgonts ré-
treated, burning some  bouses on theie way, A8
soon ad Col. Donillas bad nows of the «fcay, he
started with his troopa In povsait of the lnsurgents,
Ou the 6th of March a band of 360 tusure ‘nta presented
themseives on tho es'ate Bau Astouto da |l Uslew,
bolouging to Dou Viento Abeen, wnd set o toit. The
pews was immedintaly commanieato ! o Brigadier
Alefandro RBodrigues Avias, who ordercd out 76 volua-
teers and 83 eavaley of the Civit Gaard, Tuere wos 8
gharp fAight with the [neaeeeats, who werne flially dis-
persed, foar of their oumber buving been hilled. On
the Spanish eide the loss was two Kilied aund several

wounded, When the mews rcoached Sainta Clara,
40  wolantecrs were ordersd (o warch  te the
catate to lend aid to e others;  bat, a8

everythilng was qulet when they artived at the estare,
they returned to Sanbs Clava, tuking the wounded with
them, Itiasaid that sunday moruiog, Marel 7, a party
of tugargents passed thronsd Camaco towar ! Ly Marga-
rita, earrying six dead bodies, perbaps those killed in
the skirmish on the eatate 8an Antonio de 1a Unon, On
the 10th of Mareh the fosurgenta attucked o body of
Epanist soldlers ut San Jo-d de Yinina with s couvoy,
Toe Spanlsh commander of the coluwmn oridered a reeons
nolssance to ba made at the plice whero U rebels
appeared, but the rebels, who wers (o awbosl, el upon
thelr enemies and et off tueie retevat,  Lhe Spaniards,
after a dosperate stragela, nrokes theoagh ths ranks of
the rebels, and sucessd+d In rercling thy foel on the
eatate, and from there kopt up s steady e aganst tho
{nsereents, who Qually reeroated.  Tue Spansh loss was
twelve men wonoded aud killed,

The Capialn-General ealled a meating of the eapleal-
1518 tn this eity on Thursday. The o J et of the meeting
wus to ridse o dreaft of £.00,000 ln wolil, (o be sent toSpain
to cover the expensesof the recofurceiients sont to
Culig. The & sheed saum was foruissed, aud tue dealts
were sent Lo Spalu Ly the steam ¢ of the 130 of Mareh,
A mecting of the tax-payers was held ar the palace on
Suturday alternoon, March 13, ander the direction of the
Captain-General, Tt was attended by wany tax-payers
from Matunzas, Cordenas, Cienfacgos, pod other parts
of the fsland.  Count Valmaseda opened the meets

lug, and gave an  accoant  of the eritical  sits
pation of the 1sland.  He  requested  those
present  to eXpress  thelr opinfons

the best and quickest
All thuse preseut wekno
of placing money il wen wi the dis
ernment, but dittered veparding toe
tiis,  Theon geodewen bal alroady ex wgesed ther
opinlons when the Dieector of State, Daon Buplfue
Curtes Lianos, took the stand, 1 placed the sub)oct on
A procticel groand by relermng o G 1oV naes and ex-
peuscs of the Goveramen o, From the tlz s e drew
the conclasion thit Hhieee stli e Xists aoctiot of several
millions whidel sbould be cuvervd wb ouce, He sald that
every oue stould vay bis Jist taxos withoat litiug
back anyiniog aud teylog Lo deceryo D Govermiment,

Bhinrkey, the parderer, has beeu beard foon. He was
arrestid i fow diys ugo &t seibbago do Ciaom, and the
Govervment wili peobahly order bis aeparture fiva the
Islnnd, to Lis own conutiy, w8 a porson datg rous to
public sifery. Tois wcaus bis deuvery up to Justioe,
wud pothiug wole,

G
wna ol dulng
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FOREIGN NOTES,

Dooriy, March 25.—Jolin Martiv, member ot
Partiament for Mouth, i 1w peovabions s of kealth
i sonseguence of exciemess poodaccd by e deatd
and funeral of Jobin sadrihel

MostrEAL, Canady, March 25, —Advices re-
eolved bere frow tae Jowor piewvioces suaounee thal
the seal flaer badt been unable te nerve ut thie seene of
I'a labors untilalate period e seoson 1t s fearod
thnt the suceess this veor Wil be woen less tan asisl,

Paxasa, Mareh, 15, —=The threatened trouble
between Peroand Dollvin about the passags of @ eer-
min number of the troons of the lirter Repabile
throngh Peravinn territory bas osen arranged, It was
shown to Peru Luat the troogks were nob opd, and ooly
remanined for the [Hng UACEssary 10 cross uver to Cotnja.

Orrawa, Maveh 25.=Me. Devlin, member
for Montreal!, has @iven notice that e whl mueve oo
Baturday next for sl pajers aud correspomlence cons
neetiog 1o any way O'Donozhine with tne Munitoba dis-
turbances.  Mr. Deviin's otfect Is to uscrriain the
eaune of bl exela frowm the amuesty  recommendoed
by Parhament in favor of Riel, L pioe, and others,
O Donoghe bos writton a lows letter o Mre, Dovlio, de-
ratttog minately the clicamstanees nader waolch he
aeted, and denyiog all pardelpation lu fue wurder of
Ecott,

A GENERAL RAILWAY WAL IMMINENT,
SR
REDUCIION OF ¥FREIGHT AND PABSENGER RATES
FROM CHICAGD TO NEW-YORK — FURTHER RE-
DUCTIONS EXPECTED,

Cutcaco, March 25.—The general freight
agenta of the Michigan Centrsl, Mionigay SBouthero, sad
Pivtsbureh and Fort Wayue Ruolroads beld o weetlog lo
thiselty to-day and reduced the rules to the Ewmt on
fonrth class aud groo as follows: To New-York, 80
cents per 100 pouuds; to Pliladelpuls, 25 cents; to
Baitimore, 25 cents; and to Boston and New Eogland
points, 40 ceuts. Tuls large reduciion was bronght
about by the action of e Baliimore und Ouo Rallroad,
which has been making contracts duriog the last week
at 35 cents to Noew-York. There 1s not the least donbt
amoug ratlread men iu this city that after this the war
will be jearried on us vigorously on freight as
t Las been thus far on passenger rates, oor will
fihe war be cootined to the Baltimere sod Oulo
wud Pennaylvania Rallroads, bug will pow spread §
every line leading to Now-York, It 1s now stated that
the meutral lines will walt po longer than the lot of
Aprll, and if therw 18 uo cb o the & by that
tme they will ‘reduce thelr passengor rates (o all
pownts, It 1s contemplated to mako the faro from this
clty to Now-York §15, and if mecessary still lower. The
rates from Buffalo to Clicage were red koed yesterday,
Heretofore the fare from that @ty to Chicagu has been
"oi; 1t has mow been reduced to §3.  As 1t costs but §9 28
trom New-York to Bafialo, the fare for the entire dis-
tance to Chicage is now bat §18 35" Tho main cause of
this reduction is the eontluuaiden of the fAght betwesn

tho Geand Trunk sud Greal Western Railway s of Canada,
which 16 was expoected would be seitled lu u short Lime,

but somebow RO has buen acoompllabod thus fasy



